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BHAVA (BHA-va): One 
of the 12 divisions or 
houses of the Birth Chart 
or horoscope. Each Bhava 
represents a specific 
aspect of our life, such 
as education, health, 
profession, or marriage.

BIRTH CHART: The visual 
display of the Planets 
at the time of our birth, 
which is like a snapshot of 
the qualities of Nature’s 
intelligence that govern 
the trends of our life.

DASHA (DHA-sha): A 
period of time associated 
with the cycles of the 
Planets or 9 Grahas.

Your Maharishi Jyotish Consultation will include 
predictions in reference to the major Dasha period 
you are in, as well as one or two sub-Dasha levels, 
depending on the length of the consultation. (For more 
information, please see Page 2.)

GOCHAR (GO-char): The movement or transit of a 
Planet through the 12 Bhavas or houses, which brings 
different influences to the Birth Chart over time.   

GRAHA (GRA-ha): The Sun, Moon and Planets, whose 
position in the Birth Chart and movements are used in 
the Maharishi Jyotish system of prediction.

GRAHA SHANTI (GRA-ha SHAN-ti): The word “Shanti” 
means peace. “Graha Shanti” refers to a being in a 
state of harmony with the Planets so that they bring 
maximum support for progress in life.

JYOTISH (JO-tish): One of the 40 aspects of the Veda 
and Vedic literature which were revived in their purity 
and completeness by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. Jyotish is 
known as the “Eye of the Veda” which can see the past, 
the present, and the future.

KUNDALI (KUN-da-li): The 
Sanskrit word for the Birth 
Chart or horoscope.

MAHARISHI JYOTISH: 
The science of Vedic 
Astrology which Maharishi 
reconnected to its 
foundation in the field of 
pure consciousness—the 
field of Pure Knowledge at 
the basis of all creation and 
the home of all the Laws of 
Nature.

MAHARISHI YAGYA 
(YUH-gyuh): A traditional 
performance by Maharishi 
Yagya Pandits to bring 
greater balance and 
support of Nature to the 

recipient and the environment.

NAKSHATRA (nak-SHA-tra): One of the 27 
Constellations with reference to the Moon, which play a 
role in the science of prediction.

PANDIT (PUN-dit): An expert from a particular Vedic 
family who has been trained from an early age in a 
specific branch of the Vedic knowledge.

MAHARISHI JYOTISH PANDIT: A Vedic expert in the 
Maharishi Jyotish program who is trained to create and 
analyze the Comprehensive Birth Chart portfolio, and 
who can provide other Jyotish services. The Jyotish 
Pandits have also been trained to practice Maharishi’s 
programs for the development of consciousness.

MAHARISHI YAGYA PANDIT: A Vedic expert in the 
Maharishi Yagya program who is able to perform 
traditional Vedic recitations from a settled level of 
awareness. The Yagya Pandits have also been trained to 
practice Maharishi’s programs for the development of 
consciousness.

Maharishi Jyotish • Glossary of Terms

The birth chart or horoscope is called a Kundali in San-
skrit. It displays the 12 Houses or Bhavas. Each house in-
dicates a range of different aspects of life.

Maharishi Jyotish Pandits will usually use English terms to describe your Birth Chart. Some clients have ex-
pressed interest in knowing the traditional Vedic vocabulary used in Jyotish. This glossary gives the names 
and definitions of some of the key terms of this discipline.
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DASHAS are cycles of time that occur throughout a 

person’s life. Each Dasha is governed by one of the nine 

plantes (Grahas) and the quality of each time period is 

determined by the condition and position of that planet 

in one’s birth chart.

• MAHADASHA (MD) refers to a major planetary cycle 

extending from 6 to 20 years long.

• ANTARDASHA (AD) is a planetary sub-cycle that occurs 

within a Mahadasha and may extend for a few years.

• PRATYANTARDASHA (PD) is a third-level planetary 
cycle within the Antardasha and may extend from 
several days to six months.

The illustration above shows the example of Guru 
Mahadasha/Shukra Antardasha/Mangal Pratyantardasha. 

During a consultation the Maharishi Jyotish Pandit will 
give the name of the Dasha period, the starting and 
ending dates, and a description of the 
trends and events you may experience 
during this time of your life.

Page 2

Level 1:  Nine Mahadashas - Example: Guru 16 Years
Level 2:  Nine Antardashas - Example: Shukra 2,66 Years

Level 3:  Nine  Pratyantardashas  - Example: Mangal 57 Days

RASHI (RA-she): One of the 
12 Constellations that are 
the traditional Signs of the 
Zodiac. 

According to the time and 
place of your birth, each 
Rashi is fixed into one of the 
houses of your horoscope 
and brings that a particular 
set of characteristics to that 
aspect of your life. (See illustration to above showing 
the Rashis and Grahas in the Birth Chart)

SANKALP (sun-KUL-
puh): The intention 
or specific purpose 
of a Maharishi Yagya 
performance.

VEDA (VAY-duh): 
Maharishi described 
Veda as a field of pure 
knowledge—the total 
knowledge of Natural 

Law which is available to us on the level of our own 
Transcendental Consciousness.


